Published by Institute of Physics Publishing for SISSA/ISAS Received: May 14, 2002 Revised: July 2, 2002 Accepted: July 10, 2002

Rolling the tachyon in super BSFT

Joseph A. Minahan

Department of Theoretical Physics Box 803, SE-751 08 Uppsala, Sweden E-mail: joseph.minahan@teorfys.uu.se

Abstract: We investigate the rolling of the tachyon on the unstable D9 brane in type IIA string theory by studying the BSFT action. The action is known for linear profiles of the tachyon, which is the expected asymptotic behavior of the tachyon as it approaches the closed string vacuum, as recently described by Sen. Making a rather strong assumption about the extrapolation of this action to a lagrangian, we find consistentency with the general Sen description, in that it implies a constant energy density with diminishing pressure. However, the details are somewhat different from an effective field theory of Born-Infeld type. For instance, the BSFT action implies there are poles for certain rolling velocities, while a Born-Infeld action would have a cut. We also find that solutions with pressure diminishing from either the positive or negative side are possible.

Keywords: Tachyon Condensation, String Field Theory.

© SISSA/ISAS 2002 http://jhep.sissa.it/archive/papers/jhep072002030 /jhep072002030 .pdf

There has been much recent interest in time dependent solutions of string theory. Among other things, these solutions could have interesting cosmological implications. Not surprisingly, time dependent solutions in the closed string sector are much more difficult to handle, because of the presence of gravity. However, one expects that time dependent solutions involving the open string sector can be more easily controlled, since at tree level, gravity is turned off.

The first such open string solutions were the spatial branes in [1]. Here, the tachyon has a time dependent profile with the tachyon rolling up and down the potential. It was assumed that the tachyon is damped as it rolls down the hill, with the energy radiating into closed string modes, so that the tachyon stops at the bottom of the potential.

This then raises a puzzle about what happens at tree-level, where radiation into closed string modes does not occur. Energy should be conserved, but there are no open string modes where the energy can be radiated into. On the other, hand, if the energy is not being lost, it would seem that the tachyon configuration would be oscillating back and forth through the closed string vacuum. But there is a strong feeling that there is only one direction in field space out of the closed string vacuum, so it seems impossible to set up such a ringing configuration.

These puzzles were recently answered by Sen [2, 3, 4], who argued that while the tachyon rolls down the potential, conserving energy, it never reaches the closed string vacuum. Hence, there is no need for the tachyon to roll up on the other side of the closed string vacuum.

Sen described an effective field theory that exhibits this behavior. Consider the Born- Infeld type action [5, 6, 7] S = − ∫ d^Dx √ 1 − α^′∂_μT ∂^μT V (T ) , (1)

where V (T ) is the tachyon potential that approaches 0 as T → ∞. If we consider spatially homogenous solutions to the equation of motion, we find the conserved energy density is given by E = V (T ) √ 1 − α^′Ṫ^2

. (2)

Hence, energy conservation requires that Ṫ → 1 as T → ∞, hence the field configuration approaches a constant “velocity”. On the other hand, the pressure is given by P = −V (T ) √ 1 − α^′Ṫ^2 , (3)

and so goes to zero as T → ∞. Thus, as the brane decays, we are left with a pressureless tachyon matter whose energy density depends on initial conditions. Cosmological considerations for this and other tachyon actions have been considered in [8]–[19].

Suppose that we consider specific tachyon profiles in the action in (1), which do not necessarily correspond to solutions to the equations of motion. For instance, suppose that we consider a tachyon profile with T = ut . (4)

– 1 –

Assuming that the potential is well enough behaved, the action becomes S(u) = − √ 1 − u^2 u V_0 ∫ dT V (T ) = − √ 1 − u^2 u V_0K (5)

where V_0 is a volume factor and K is independent of u. Hence, if the effective field theory is of Born-Infeld type, we expect to find a branch cut in S(u) at u^2 = 1.

In boundary string field theory (BSFT), the effective actions for tachyon fields were computed for simple profiles [20, 21]. In the bosonic theory, the profiles had the form [22, 20, 21] T = a + u_ix^2_i , (6)

where the x_i are spatial coordinates. In particular, it was shown that the condensation of a D25 brane to a D(25-p) corresponds to u_i = 0, i = 1, . . . , 25 − p and u_i → ∞ for i = 26−p, . . . , 25. Unfortunately for our purposes here, the tachyon field has to be quadratic, or independent of the X_i since the tachyon potential is unbounded below as T → −∞. Hence, the integral in (5) would not be convergent.

Instead, let us consider the BSFT for the type IIA D9 brane. This was considered in [23], where the field theory action was conjectured to be

S = Z , (7)

where Z is the partition function for a boundary perturbation of a free conformal field theory. This conjecture was later verified in [24, 25] using a BV formulation. Let the tachyon profile have the form T = ux (8)

where x is one spatial direction. Let us define y = α^′u^2/2. In [23], it was shown that assuming (7), the euclidean action for such a profile is given by

S(y) = Z(y) = T_9V_0 √ α^′4^y √ yΓ(y)^2 2Γ(2y)

, (9)

where T_9 is the tension of the unstable brane and V_0 is the 9 dimensional volume factor. This action should be thought of as an action with the fields restricted as follows:

S(y) = T_9 ∫ d^{10}x L(T, T^′, T^{′′}, . . .) | | |_{T ′=u,T ′′=0,...} = T_9 √ α^′ 2y ∫ d^9x dT L ( T, √ 2y α^′ , 0, . . . ) (10)

The authors in [23] then argued that the stable D8 brane is the profile with y → ∞ and they obtained the correct ratio of tensions between the unstable D9 brane and the stable D8 brane.

Of course, what we really want is the lagrangian and not just the action. It is known that for Ṫ = 0, the lagrangian is [23, 26]

− T_9 e^{− 14 T 2} . (11)

– 2 –

In order to find the full lagrangian, we would need to know the action for arbitrary tachyon profiles, which unfortunately is not known. The best we can do is to use a lagrangian that is consistent with the linear profile action. Without further justification, we will assume that the action contains first derivatives only and that there is a gaussian prefactor consistent with the potential in (11). Thus, we assume that the action has the form −T_9 ∫ dtd^9x f ( α^′∂_μT ∂^μT 2 ) e^{− 14 T 2} . (12)

Comparing this expression with (9), we see that f(y) = 4^{y−1/2} y Γ(y)^2 √ 2π Γ(2y)

. (13)

Note that for large y, f(y) ≈ 1 2 √ α^′∂_μT ∂^μT , (14)

which does have Born-Infeld like behavior [27].

Let us now Wick rotate the spatial direction into a time direction. Under the Wick rotation, x → i t and u → −i u, so that the profile is

T = u t . (15)

But we also see that y → −y and the action rotates to S → −iS, with the minkowskian action given by

S = T_9V_0 √ α^′ 4^{−y} √ y Γ(−y)^2 2 Γ(−2y)

. (16)

Hence, the action has poles for y any nonnegative integer.

The pole at y = 0 is already in the euclidean action and corresponds to the infinite volume factor between the D9 brane and the D8 brane. Let us then consider the other poles. If we write y = n − ϵ, then the action is approximately

S(y) ≈ T_9V_0 √ α^′ 4^{−n−1/2} √ n Γ(2n + 1) Γ(n + 1)^2 1 ϵ . (17)

Hence, we may infer that for profiles near these poles, the action is approximately S ≈ T_9 ∫ dtd^9x V_n(T ) 2n − α^′∂_μT ∂^μT , (18)

where V_n(T ) is

V_n(T ) = 4^{−n−1/2} √ α^′ Γ(2n + 1) √ 2π Γ(n)Γ(n + 1) e^{−T 2/4} . (19)

– 3 –

For α^′Ṫ^2 close to 2n, the action will be dominated by the term in (18). For such a term, the energy density for a rolling tachyon is given by E ≈ T_9 3α^′ Ṫ^2 − 2n (2n − α^′ Ṫ^2)^2

V_n(T ) , (20)

and the pressure is P ≈ T_9 1 (2n − α^′ Ṫ^2)

V_n(T ) . (21)

Let us now consider the consequences of (20) and (21). First we see that the BSFT action is consistent with the general Sen picture that the rolling tachyon asympotically reaches a constant velocity with conserved energy. Since V_n(T ) falls off rapidly to zero as T → ∞, α^′ Ṫ^2 must rapidly approach 2n, for some positive integer n. Second, in order for the energy density to remain constant, the pressure must go to zero as T → ∞.

However, there are some interesting differences as compared to the Born-Infeld action. First, there is no longer a maximum rolling velocity, it is now possible to have α^′ Ṫ^2 > 2. However, it takes an infinite amount of energy to cross from α^′ Ṫ^2 < 2n to α^′ Ṫ^2 > 2n. So if the initial conditions have 2n < α^′ Ṫ^2 < 2(n + 1), the tachyon rolling velocity will stay within that window.

The second difference between this behavior and the Born-Infeld model is that while the pressure approaches 0 in both cases, in the Born-Infeld case, it is always negative. However, the pressure in (21) can be either negative or positive. So for example, if the initial conditions start with Ṫ = 0, the pressure starts out negative, equalling the negative of the energy density, but then crosses through zero pressure, before relaxing back down to zero.

However, it is also possible to approach zero pressure from the negative direction. For instance, if α^′ Ṫ^2 is slightly greater than 2n, then the rolling velocity will relax down to α^′ Ṫ^2 = 2n. Since α^′ Ṫ^2 > 2n, the pressure is negative. However, if α^′ Ṫ^2 is too big, the velocity will increase toward α^′ Ṫ^2 = 2(n + 1), and the pressure will be positive.

Note that positive pressures should be possible. Indeed, in Sen’s analysis the static vacuum can be perturbed by the marginal operator

λ sinh ( 2t √ α^′ ) , (22)

in which case, the pressure is proportional to P ∼ 1 − 1 1 + e^{2t/√α′} sinh^2(λπ) − 1 1 + e^{−2t/√α′} sinh^2(λπ)

. (23)

This perturbation corresponds to having an initial rolling velocity at the height of the potential at t = 0. If sinh(λπ) > 1, then the pressure is positive.

Of course, there are many assumptions that go into this analysis. The first is that the string field action does have the form in (7). The second assumption is that the poles that appear in the action in (10) are actually due to poles in the integrand, that is the

– 4 – lagrangian, as opposed to poles that arise after integrating over T . For example, the action would have a pole if the lagrangian had a term of the form exp ( − T^2(2n − α^′ Ṫ^2)^2 16n^2 ) . (24)

For such a term, the constant energy solutions would still have Ṫ relaxing to a constant. However, the asymptotic pressure would not be zero.

Finally, terms with higher derivatives of T do not contribute to the action if T has a linear profile. The appearance of such terms in the full lagrangian could effect the physics. Note added. After this paper was completed we received [28], which has significant overlap with this work.

Acknowledgments I would like to thank the CTP at MIT for hospitality during the course of this work. I also thank Barton Zwiebach for many helpful conversations and for early collaboration on this work. This research was supported in part by the NFR.

References

[1] M. Gutperle and A. Strominger, Spacelike branes, J. High Energy Phys. 04 (2002) 018 [hep-th/0202210].

[2] A. Sen, Rolling tachyon, J. High Energy Phys. 04 (2002) 048 [hep-th/0203211]. [3] A. Sen, Tachyon matter, hep-th/0203265. [4] A. Sen, Field theory of tachyon matter, hep-th/0204143.

[5] M.R. Garousi, Tachyon couplings on non-BPS D-branes and Dirac-Born-Infeld action, Nucl.

Phys. B 584 (2000) 284 [hep-th/0003122].

[6] E.A. Bergshoeff, M. de Roo, T.C. de Wit, E. Eyras and S. Panda, T-duality and actions for non-BPS D-branes, J. High Energy Phys. 05 (2000) 009 [hep-th/0003221].

[7] J. Kluson, Proposal for non-BPS D-brane action, Phys. Rev. D 62 (2000) 126003 [hep-th/0004106].

[8] G.W. Gibbons, Cosmological evolution of the rolling tachyon, Phys. Lett. B 537 (2002) 1 [hep-th/0204008].

[9] M. Fairbairn and M.H.G. Tytgat, Inflation from a tachyon fluid?, hep-th/0204070. [10] C.-M. Chen, D.V. Gal’tsov and M. Gutperle, S-brane solutions in supergravity theories,

hep-th/0204071.

[11] S. Mukohyama, Brane cosmology driven by the rolling tachyon, Phys. Rev. D 66 (2002) 024009 [hep-th/0204084].

[12] A. FEinstein, Power-law inflation from the rolling tachyon, hep-th/0204140.

– 5 –

[13] T. Padmanabhan, Accelerated expansion of the universe driven by tachyonic matter, Phys.

Rev. D 66 (2002) 021301 [hep-th/0204150].

[14] A. Frolov, L. Kofman and A.A. Starobinsky, Prospects and problems of tachyon matter cosmology, hep-th/0204187.

[15] D. Choudhury, D. Ghoshal, D.P. Jatkar and S. Panda, On the cosmological relevance of the tachyon, hep-th/0204204.

[16] X.-z. Li, J.-g. Hao and D.-j. Liu, Can quintessence be the rolling tachyon?, hep-th/0204252.

[17] G. Shiu and I. Wasserman, Cosmological constraints on tachyon matter, hep-th/0205003.

[18] T. Padmanabhan and T.R. Choudhury, Can the clustered dark matter and the smooth dark energy arise from the same scalar field?, hep-th/0205055.

[19] A. Mazumdar, S. Panda and A. Perez-Lorenzana, Assisted inflation via tachyon condensation, Nucl. Phys. B 614 (2001) 101 [hep-ph/0107058].

[20] A.A. Gerasimov and S.L. Shatashvili, On exact tachyon potential in open string field theory, J. High Energy Phys. 10 (2000) 034 [hep-th/0009103].

[21] D. Kutasov, M. Mariño and G.W. Moore, Some exact results on tachyon condensation in string field theory, J. High Energy Phys. 10 (2000) 045 [hep-th/0009148].

[22] E. Witten, On background independent open string field theory, Phys. Rev. D 46 (1992) 5467 [hep-th/9208027]; Some computations in background independent off-shell string theory, Phys. Rev. D 47 (1993) 3405 [hep-th/9210065];

K. Li and E. Witten, Role of short distance behavior in off-shell open string field theory, Phys. Rev. D 48 (1993) 853 [hep-th/9303067];

S.L. Shatashvili, Comment on the background independent open string theory, Phys. Lett. B 311 (1993) 83 [hep-th/9303143]; On the problems with background independence in string theory, hep-th/9311177.

[23] D. Kutasov, M. Mariño and G.W. Moore, Remarks on tachyon condensation in superstring field theory, hep-th/0010108.

[24] M. Mariño, On the BV formulation of boundary superstring field theory, J. High Energy Phys. 06 (2001) 059 [hep-th/0103089].

[25] V. Niarchos and N. Prezas, Boundary superstring field theory, Nucl. Phys. B 619 (2001) 51 [hep-th/0103102].

[26] J.A. Minahan and B. Zwiebach, Effective tachyon dynamics in superstring theory, J. High Energy Phys. 03 (2001) 038 [hep-th/0009246].

[27] J.A. Minahan and B. Zwiebach, Gauge fields and fermions in tachyon effective field theories, J. High Energy Phys. 02 (2001) 034 [hep-th/0011226].

[28] S. Sugimoto and S. Terashima, Tachyon matter in boundary string field theory,

hep-th/205085.

– 6 –